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1. The Pontiac Grand Am is a popular mid-size car that is bargain 
priced and used a lot by rental car fleets. This revised model has 
some new twists for the locksmith. One of which is the in-dash 
ignition lock and the anti-theft device called MRD or PASS Lock 1. 


(Continued on page 3) 


1999 Pontiac Grand Am 


by Michael Hyde & Vince Lanieri 


2.Opening this car 
is what I call easy 
money. You will 
need an inverted 
horizontal slide 
linkage tool, a 
wedge and an 
inspection light. 


6.98 


Opening 
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F 
irst, we'd like to thank you for being a member of the NLAA. 
In order to make your membership more useful, one of the 
changes we have decided to make is to mail you a monthly 
issue of the newsletter, instead of mailing quarterly. 


Each edition of this newsletter will focus on a different vehicle 
and will give you a great amount of detail on how to service it. 


At the same time, in order to accomplish the more regular 
mailing of the newsletter, we have discontinued the technical 
bulletins. By now, you should have recently received a set of 
tech bulletins, and they are the last ones. 


Your membership documentation is still good, and you will 
be a member of NLAA through the expiration date on your 
membership card and certificate. Until that expiration date, you 
will receive the newsletter, and close to your expiration point, 
we'll write you to renew your membership. 
B 
y saving your newsletters, you'll quickly begin building a 
useful library of important auto servicing techniques and 
procedures. There are a number of other changes coming to 
NLAA which will make your membership even more valuable 
and useful. 


Just keep an eye on this newsletter for additional details on 
these improvements as the months go on. It won't be long now 
before you'll hear much more on this topic. 


In the meantime, enjoy this issue, and have a great month! 
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3. The car doors use horizontal linkage rods. The bottom rod is the one you want to move. 


1999 Pontiac Grand Am 
(Continued from page 1) 


4. The 1999 
Grand Am has 
an in-dash 
ignition lock. 


Ignition 
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5. To remove the lock you will need to 
first gently unsnap the plastic trim ring 
that sits on the front of the lock cylinder. 
Use a small flat blade screwdriver and be 
careful. 


6. The trim piece just snaps 
onto the front of the lock 
cylinder by way of these four 
little posts that stick out. 
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7. To gain access to the ignition lock retainer you must remove the plastic trim cover on the center 
dash unit. The plastic trim is held to the dash by metal spring steel snap fasteners. Gently unsnap it. 


8. Once you have 
unsnapped the 
trim plate, it will 
be necessary to 
disconnect the 
wiring connectors. 
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9. Remove the two bolts that hold the radio in place and pull it out. 


10. With the radio out of the way there is now plenty of room to access the ignition retainer. 
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11. If you are looking at the ignition lock, 
the retainer is at the 3 o’clock position. 
Depress it and remove the lock. 


12. The ignition lock removed from the car. 


13. As mentioned earlier this lock has the anti- 
theft device called PASSKEY III. You can see the 
module mounted to the bottom of the lock 
cylinder. When installing this lock there is no 
need to worry about any wiring as the module 
snaps in as you push in the lock cylinder to the 
housing in the dash. 
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14. The ignition lock plug has a side bar and uses 
nine tumblers in positions 1 through 9. The MRD 
pellet can be also be seen. 


15. The door lock is integrated 
into the door handle. 


Door Lock 


16. To service the door 
lock you must remove the 
inside door panel. 


17. First remove the 
phillips head screw in 
the door release cavity 
and slide the trim off. 
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18. Gently unsnap 
the front of the door 
control unit and 
disconnect it. 


19. There is a hidden 
door panel screw that 
must be removed. 
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20. Remove the 
screw that is 
buried in the door 
handle post 
above the trunk 
release button. 


21. Down in the lower 
rear corner of the door is 
a red reflector. Gently 
unsnap this reflector and 
remove. 
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22. Behind it you 
will find another 
panel fastener. 
Remove the 
screw. 


23. The door panel can now be removed. 
The panel is held in place with the 
standard plastic push-in fasteners. 


24. Once the panel has been 
removed it will make it more 
convenient if you remove the 
rear window track. Remove 
the single bolt and slide out 
the window track. 
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25. The lock cylinder is 
held to the outside door 
handle by a steel wire 
clip. It is a little easier to 
remove the handle and 
lock cylinder as a unit. 


26. There is a steel curved plate that 
holds the handle. Remove the 10mm bolt 
with a ratchet and socket. 


27. You do not 
need to 
completely 
remove the 
handle to easily 
remove 
the lock cylinder. 
We removed it 
for this article. 
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28. The door lock 
cylinder assembly. 


29. The door lock 
cylinder plug 
contains 7 tumblers 
in positions three 
through nine. 


30. The trunk 
lock is retained 
to the deck lid by 
the standard 
metal horseshoe 
clip. 
Trunk Lock 
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31. Depending on how big your hands are, it 
might be easier to remove the latch assembly to 
give you more access room. 
32. The trunk lock removed from the car. 


33. The trunk lock cylinder plug contains 7 tumblers in positions four through ten. 
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34. The trunk lock 
disassembled. 


35. A view of 
the glove box 
lock and 
handle 
assembly. 


Glove Box Lock 


36. The glove box door assembly 
is sealed together. There are no 
screws to remove to get the lock 
out. When servicing the lock, 
keep in mind that you will have 
to replace the front plastic skin 
to the glove box door unit. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Code Series: AA00 – 7T51 


Key Blanks: Curtis: B91, Ilco: B91, Ilco EZ: , Jet: B91 


Strattec: 597749 


Number of Cuts: 10 


M.A.C.S.: 2 


Key Gauged: Tip 


Cut to Cut Spacings: .092 


Cut Depth Increments: .025 


Spacings: From Tip to first cut at Bow. 
1 – 1.034, 2 - .942, 3 - .850, 4 - .757, 5 - .665, 
6 - .573, 7 - .481, 8 - .389, 9 – .297, 10 - .205 


Depths: 
1 = .315, 2 = .290, 3 = .265, 4 = .240 


HPC 1200CM 
Code Card: CF215 
Cutter: CW-1011 
Stop: Tip 


Framon: 
Cuts Start at: .216 
Spacing: .092 
Block #: 3 
Increment: .025 
Key Clamping Info: Use spacing clip, align tip of key with 
left side of vise. Lay clip flat on left side of vise and slide 
key in from the right. 


Curtis: 
Cam: GM-6 
Carriage: GM-6A 
A-1 Pack-A-Punch: 
PAK-G1 


Making First Key: 


1. Try to obtain a key code from the customer or have the 
customer call GM roadside for the key code. 
2. Remove the door lock cylinder and decode the wafers. 
This will give you positions 3 through 9. Next progress the 
trunk lock for position number 10. You will now be missing 
only 2 cuts to work the ignition in positions 1 and 2. You 
can progress those first two positions or use one of the 
commercially sold computer programs to greatly narrow 
down the number of keys needed. 
3. Use the A-1 Security tool to remove the ignition lock. 


37. The glove box lock cylinder contains 4 
tumblers in positions seven through ten. 
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